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È Concordiaõs Environmental Studies Program 

È Obstacles to Success 

È Assets for Success 

È Curriculum Development Grant Design  

È Interim Results 

È Lessons Learned 



È Began as minor in 1971 

È Interdisciplinary  

È By 1980 

ÁBiology and Physics 

ÁSocial Science 

ÁReligion 

ÁPolitical Science 

È 1991 became major 



È 2004 added Environmental Science 
concentration 

ÁRequired 5-6 science/math courses, 4 non-natural 
science, plus capstone (10-11 courses) 

È Contract major 

ÁRequired 1 science course, 1 ethics course, capstone, 
plus 5 more courses (8 courses) 

È Minor in Environmental Studies  

ÁRequired 1 science course, 1 ethics course, plus 3 
more courses 

 



È Sustainabilityõs historically low priority 

Áwith administration, faculty and most students  

È Steady-state faculty size 

ÁNew hires require another departmentõs loss 

È Constant-size curriculum  

ÁOld courses must be sacrificed for new courses 

È òDepartment needs firstó imperative 

ÁEnvironmental Studies Program (ESP) gets crumbs 
from the table 

 



È Waldsee Biohaus 

ÁCompleted 2006 

ÁFirst certified passivhaus in North America  



È Waldsee Biohause 

ÁGeothermal ground to air heat exchange 

ÁSolar water heater 

ÁGreen roof 



È Waldsee Biohause 

Á85% less energy usage than comparable building 

ÁField trip for intro ES class 



È Long Lake Field Station 

ÁAbout 43 ha (106 acres) 

ÁJust west DL 

Á45 minutes from campus 

ÁòUnusedó for 40 years 

ÁForest 

Á1800 feet shoreline 

ÁWetlands 

ÁOld fields  

ÁFarm land 



È Long Lake Field Station 

ÁRestored ~300 feet shoreline with DNR 

ÁRestored 40 acres farmland to tall grass prairie and 
pollinator habitat with NRCS  

 



È Long Lake Field Station 

ÁClassroom/lab completed 2009 

ÁCollaborate with Detroit Lakes Middle School science 
teachers 

ÁScience education majors involved with curriculum 
development  



È Long Lake Field Station 

ÁBiology, environmental studies classes 

ÁElementary education, psychology, art, English, and 
video production classes 



È Presidential Task Force on Sustainability 

È Margaret Cargill Foundation grant monies  

È National matriculation decision data for 
entering frosh in media  



È Activist student leadership  

È Multidisciplinary program priority  

È Directed to re-design Environmental Studies 
Program 

È College-wide reprioritization process  

È Sustainabilityõs currently high priority 

Áwith top administration, more faculty and more 
students 

 

 



È Accumulated two yearly allotments  

È Required use of Long Lake Field Station 

 


