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Jim Nicolow, AIA, LEED AP
Architecture 

Ann Arbor • Atlanta • Chapel Hill

Improving Sustainability
in Existing Buildings

Upper Midwest Association for Campus Sustainability (UMACS) Conference
University of Wisconsin � River Falls, April 9-10, 2 010
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LAS has worked with nearly 100 colleges & universities across the country. 
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Outline
� LEED-EB System
� WMU Case Study
� ASU Case Study

U.S. National Park Service � Blue Ridge Parkway Destinat ion Center, LEED Gold Certified
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LEED Rating System(s)
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Total Cost of Ownership
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LEED
-NC
65%

LEED
-EB
12%

Other
23%

49,630 Total LEED 
Registered

LEED
-NC
84%

LEED
-EB
8%

Other
8%

3,012 Higher Ed 
LEED Registered

* LEED v 1.0-2.2

LEED v2009 � 20% LEED-EBOM

LEED Statistics
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LEED
-NC
65%

LEED
-EB
17%

Other
18%

241 Total LEED 
Registered

LEED
-NC
65%

LEED
-EB
14%

Other
21%

80 LEED Certified 
(4-8-10)

* LEED v 1.0-2.2
11 LEED-EB projects

LEED in Wisconsin
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LEED-EB Key Differences

• Policy-based (construction / renovation)
• Measured Performance v. Predicted
• Maintenance & Operational Procedures
• Purchasing Policies
• Staff Education
• Green Cleaning
• 3-step Certification Process

1. Implementation
2. Performance Period (3 months to 1 year)
3. Certification Review
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Western Michigan University 
College of Health & Human 

Services
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WMU Green Fee
• March 2010
• 3-2 margin
• $8/semester
• $480,000/year

20
10

 U
M

A
C

S
 C

on
fe

re
nc

e

© 2010 Lord, Aeck & Sargent Architecture, All Rights Reserved

Western Michigan University

• Kalamazoo
• 25,000 Students
• 1,200 acres
• 151 buildings


